vi             STRESEMANN'S MISSION

obvious psychological phenomenon, The men who
possessed insight and courage enough to withstand
the war psychosis, to tell their countrymen the truth,
and confront them with the evil consequences of a war,
especially one so intensified and so prolonged, were,
not merely during the war but even after it and until
the present day, regarded with distrust and even
hatred. On the other hand, those who from thought-
lessness, weakness, or even criminal purpose, shared
the guilty responsibility for the outbreak of the great
war, are utterly excused. No one throws a stone at
Berchtold, but Forster and Miihlon are objects of
hatred.

During the war Stresemann had been warlike enough
to be able, later on, to hold the confidence of those whom
he wanted to win over to his own wise and noble pur-
poses. He had to contend against the resentment of
men defeated in war, injured in their pride, and robbed
of their accustomed privileges; and, unlike his com-
rade-in-arms Briand, he was not backed by a victorious
and exultant nation-in-arms.

Sttesemann had one characteristic that is always
found in great leaders. He did not exert his influence
as the representative of. a caste, a profession, or a
nation, nor indeed as a type of any kind, but directly
as a man of mind and the bearer of an idea. He was
as different from politicians of the usual stamp as a
genius differs from an expert. Herein lay the magic
and the strength of his personality.